
 
 

PRESS RELEASE No.: 2020-0023 
 

NOTICE TO THE BENCH AND BAR 
 

 
August 11, 2020 

 

 Administrator of Courts, Regina Petersen, is pleased to announce that the Model Jury 

Instructions Committee, Appointed by Chief Justice Rhys S. Hodge in 2019, has completed a 

Draft set of Model Criminal Jury Instructions for the Virgin Islands. Mrs. Petersen, on behalf of the 

Committee, has published these draft rules at shorturl.at/kuxVX, and they are now available for 

comment by the bench and the bar.  

These jury instructions address every crime regularly prosecuted in this jurisdiction. The 

first two pages list the topics of all of the 57 chapters, hot-linked to the individual chapters, which 

each have a table of contents showing all of the topics for which Model Instructions have been 

drafted at this time. 

 Suggestions on any of the Instructions will be greatly appreciated.  In particular, those with 

experience in prosecutions involving false imprisonment (Inst. 4.01), burglary in the second 

degree (Inst. No. 10.05), conversion of government property (Inst. No. 15.03) and brandishing a 

deadly weapon (Inst. No. 19.01) are invited to offer improvements or supplemental instructions 

on those topics. 

 The Supreme Court has not reviewed or approved these Model Instructions, and therefore 

they are not prescribed or required.  But we hope that these Model Instructions will be a 

convenience to both lawyers and judges – because they are clear and neutrally worded, and have 

informative “Practice Notes.” 

           You can help improve them by forwarding comments on any specific provisions. 

The Committee hopes to review comments in January of 2021, and thus any suggestions received 

before the New Year would be particularly appreciated.  It is the Committee’s plan to issue annual 

revisions of the Model Instructions, and to supplement the “Practice Notes” as case law is issued 

that affects the various crimes covered in these many chapters.  

  

Please send all comments to the coordinator of the Committee, Professor Kent Sinclair: 

    Kent.Sinclair@vicourts.gov 

  

https://www.vicourts.org/publication_and_reports/jury_instructions
mailto:Kent.Sinclair@vicourts.gov


 

 

The Judiciary takes this opportunity to thank the members of the Committee listed below 

for their diligence and continued work on the development on Model Jury Instructions for the Virgin 

Islands.  

VIRGIN ISLANDS MODEL JURY INSTRUCTIONS COMMITTEE  

Hon. Harold Willocks   Hon. Jomo Meade 

Hon. Michael Dunston   H. Hannibal O’Bryan, Esq. 

David Cattie, Esq.    Eric Chancellor, Esq. 

Pamela Colon, Esq.    Adam Christian, Esq. 

Robert King, Esq.    Treston Moore, Esq. 

Timothy Perry, Esq.    Professor Kent Sinclair, Chair 

 

 
 
 

For more information, contact: 
Regina Petersen, Administrator of Courts 

Judicial Branch of the Virgin Islands 
P.O. Box 590 

St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 00804 
Fax: (340) 774‐2258  TTY: (340) 693-4118 

Regina.Petersen@vicourts.org 
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